Ford Farm and the Wellington bread riots of 1846
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Fire at Ford Farm in 1889
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Early crime was opposed by parish and borough constables, although large-scale uprisings

such as the bread riots of 1846, proved more than they could contain. A band of factory workers
and others marched up South Street, breaking bakers’ windows, and attacked Ford Farm, when

the farmer ro(‘used to sell his butter in the \Idrkrt Placc ata (]tfﬂ:l((.d figure.
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high price of bread. Certain farmers in the neighbourbood wh
farmed a broad acreage of land, and whose garners were filled witl
grain, refused to dispose of their stores to the public at a less prici
than a guinea a bushel. The working classes became incensed
Large numbers left the factories and joined with others in seeking
redress by force. A day or so previously some slight skirmishing
between the yeomanry and the malcontents had taken place at
Taunton, and the appearance of a yeoman here at the ¢ King’s Arms
Inn’ was the signal for an outbreak. A large body of rioters pro-
ceeded up South Street, smashing the bakers’ windows on their way.
Upon reaching Ford Farm a formidable body had collected, A
wood-rick was then fired, and a dog which showed fight was
instantly killed. The proprictor of the farm appeared at one of the
windows with a gun and threatened to fire upon his assailants if they
did not retire. They demanded that he should bring his corn into
Wellington and sell it at seven shillings a-bushel. A fter unsuccess-
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This prompted the newly-formed Local Board to establish a fire brigade in
1873 out of the rates, although the engine itself was purchased by public
subscription. In June of that year the £140 fire engine arrived by rail from Shand
and Mason of London, and was ceremoniously led by the newly appointed
Captain W.T. Toms and brigade members to the engine house at 7 Mantle Street.
Fire practice attracted many spectators when held at the Basins or at the conduit
in front of 3 South Street (the town stream ran into the conduit). The suction pipe
from this would produce a stream of water that cleared the Town Hall and came
down on the fishmarket roof behind. From 1876, the engine was housed at the
Council yard in North Street (now Sydenham’s Tyres), moving in 1938, when the
first motorised engine was purchased, (0 a building adjoining 33 Fore Street. The
new fire station was built in 1960, in North Street.

In 1877, Capt Toms died from typhoid. aged only 31, and George Ireland rosc
from the ranks to succeed him. He resigned in 1889, following a reprimand from
the Board for allowing his men refreshments after fighting a fire at Ford Farm.
William Hitchcock began his captaincy by pressing the Board for new uniforms,
as theirs were ‘now worn thin, patched and moth-eaten. and they could no longer
bend theirlegs in the leggings’. In 1893. fire broke out at Capt Hitchcock’s house:
he refused entry to the two police constables first at the scene. His brigade, which
had arrived at full speed (0 save its captain’s home. was also kept out, and was
further deterred when the captain reached for the hose and deliberately turned
the water on them and the assembled crowd. Hitchcock was knocked to the




