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My Grandfather - Mr James (Jim Down )
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My mother was Dorothy Down who was the daughter of Mr
James ( Jim ) Down who lived in the Chapel House at Ford
Street. He ran a blacksmiths business right there in Ford Street.
His blacksmiths shop was sited where the property Taupiri now
stands.

He was one of a family of 15, his father married twice, his first
wife having died. As far as I am aware he spent all his working
life in Ford Street. I can remember him still doing a little work in
the blacksmith’s shop back in the early1950’s, when I would have
been about 7 or 8, and he would have been in his seventies. He
still used to light up his forge, and in the school holidays I would
on times help him by working the old forge bellows which were
hand operated, and as far as I remember he would do small
repairs to garden tools.

I can remember one story that he told me about how one day a
tramp called in when passing, and showed him how to make the
large pliers he used for horse shoeing from old worn out rasps.
( files used for filing horses hooves ).

The blacksmith’s shop was in an orchard, which he also owned
plus 2 adjoining fields. He also either owned or rented a field
further up Ford Street hill opposite White Barn Farm, where a
public seat was once situated. I believe it was called the
Coronation Seat. He used to keep some livestock for grazing in
these fields.

As I have already said he lived in the Chapel House, and he was
involved in running the little Brethren Chapel that was attached
to the Chapel house, although there was another small house
between the chapel and his home. It was actually a little terrace
of three properties, two houses and the chapel. The chapel was
linked to Millway Chapel, North Street, Wellington, and the
chapel at Chelston. The Ford Street chapel finally closed in the
1950’s. At that time grandfather moved over to West Buckland,
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which was when my parents moved there, and he lived with them
until he passed away in 1965 at the age of 89.

Grandfather was also a local preacher, and I am told that he
used to read his bible as he was walking the cows to the field up
the hill. I am also told he used to preach at Open Air services
outside the Town Hall in Wellington.

One brother and one sister lived locally, the brother Samuel
Down was also a blacksmith and ran a business at Hillcommon,
on the Milverton to Taunton road. The sister Florence married a
Mr Charles Bowyer, and lived at Tonedale .

One of their sons ,Mr Clifford Bowyer worked as the park keeper
in Wellington Park for a number of years.

As well as my mother, grandfather also had a son called Percival
(Percy ), who lived at Pyles Thorne and spent all his working life
(over 50 years ) at Egerton Burnetts in Wellington, where he was
their material buyer. My mother also trained as dressmaker, and
also spent time working at Egerton Burnetts, where she worked
until she married my father, Ernest Salter, who farmed with his
Jather and brother at White Barn Farm at Ford Street. After
marrying they moved to live at Briscoe Cottages, where my father
took a job working on Briscoe Farm , as White Barn Farm was
too small to support all the family, where they lived until they
moved to West Buckland.




